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crew are extremely adept at all functions of water/
sewer collection and distribution, but stand above all 
others when it comes to repairing water main breaks 
and restoring water service in breakneck speed.

JIM HAESELER heads the Electric Department. Jim 
has been employed by the Borough for 24 years. His 
qualifications and knowledge of the electric distribu-
tion system is also second to none. In the event of an 
electric outage, Jim’s entire crew responds immedi-
ately with no delay. I have witnessed power outages 
lasting less than one hour. In fact, I have seen power 
restored in minutes, literally increments of an hour 
… something unheard of in the public sector power 
industry.

BRIAN MURRAY heads the Highway Department. 
Brian has been with the borough for 20 years. All of 
that time has been spent in the highway department. 
Knowledge and experience enables Brian and his crew 
to take on tasks that otherwise would be contracted 
out.

Although the highway department has a multitude 
of responsibilities, most people associate them with 
the task of being out there in winter storm events. 
Our winter storm response is fast and efficient. Most 
people see borough trucks, but do not comprehend 
that plowing, salting, and snow removal is a difficult 
task. There are many obstacles and impediments to 
overcome during this process. One can only appreci-
ate the magnitude of the job when having firsthand 
experience behind the wheel of a snowplow or heavy 
equipment during a snowstorm.

KEVIN BUTZ heads the Water Treatment Plant 
Department. Kevin has been employed by the bor-
ough for 23 years. His dedication to producing the 

Each issue of Haven 
Highlights contains articles 
submitted by Schuylkill Haven 
Borough department heads. If 
you haven’t taken the time to 
read these articles, shame on 
you! The pieces include advice 
and information, often times sea-
sonal in nature. Many of these 
articles give pointers how to save 
money on your utility bills or 
what to do in the event of a “util-
ity emergency.”

Our department heads have more than 140 years 
of combined experience!

RICK CRONEBERGER heads the Water/Sewer 
Distribution and Collection Department. Rick has 
been employed by the Borough for 39 years, bring-
ing with it expertise unparalleled in the field of water 
distribution and wastewater collection. Rick and his 
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They’re the Oil that Keeps the Machine Running Smoothly

Crew Leaders – 140 Years Expertise and Dedication

HHAVENAVEN H HIGHLIGHTSIGHLIGHTS
TMTM““The Little Town That CouldThe Little Town That Could””

COMING EVENTS
Sat., Aug. 20 – Island Park Festival, 1 to 

10 p.m.; continuous entertainment, 
games, and great food on The Island 
– Admission $5; children 4 years and 
under, free.

Sat., Sept. 24 – Borough Day, 7 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at many venues and throughout the 
downtown; the region’s largest street faire 
celebrates its 28th year; train rides, street 
performers, food, non-stop entertainment – 
mostly free!

Sun., Oct. 16 – Pumpkin Patch and Fall Festival 
activities on The Island.

Thurs., Oct. 20 thru Sat., Oct. 29 – Haunted House 
event, beginning at 7 p.m. at the Senior Citizen 
& Neighborhood Recreation Center, 340 Haven 
Street. Specific dates have not yet been deter-
mined.

Mon., Oct. 31 – Trick-or-Treat in Schuylkill Haven, 
6 to 8 p.m., for children 12 years of age and 
younger. Residents inviting youngsters to ring 
their doorbell for a treat are asked to turn 
their porch light on.

Scott Graver
Borough Admin.
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changes to the department. Program offerings at the 
Senior Citizens and Neigborhood/Recreation Center 
and Island Park complex have increased dramati-
cally with broad inclusion for residents of all ages. If 
you are not taking part in activities at the “Center” 

or youth sports at the Island 
complex, you may want to 
check all of the offerings at 
our website: schuylkillhaven-
recreation.org.

MIKE PAULIN is the Code 
Guy! Mike has been with 
the borough for 10 years 
and heads a department 
of one. Mike has the “envi-
ous” responsibility of tell-
ing people to clean up dog 
droppings, pull weeds in and 
around sidewalks, maintain 
their property, etc. It’s ironic 
that when Mike hands out a 

friendly notice to remove weeds from the sidewalk, 
many people will spend more time complaining about 
the notice than it takes to pull the weeds!

Let’s not forget the utility department headed by 
SHERRY SLAPPEY. Fast and courteous service to all 
utility customers – in person, drive-thru, or by mail – 
Sherry offers ample opportunities for bill payment by 

highest quality potable water is beyond reproach. 
Producing “potable” water requires great knowledge 
in the field of mathematics, chemicals and computers. 
Kevin and his crew take their job very seriously and, 
in fact, have received many 
accolades/accomplishments 
from various water organiza-
tions.

RON SCHULTZ heads the 
Waste Water Treatment Plant 
Department. He has been 
employed by the borough for 
24 years. Ron and his staff 
assure that all waste water 
conveyed to the plant is ade-
quately treated prior to dis-
charge back into the environ-
ment. Knowledge of mechani-
cal, chemical and biological 
operations is necessary. This 
is not an easy task as many government regulations 
are in force and – let’s face it – “the nature of the 
beast” is always at work at the Waste Water Treatment 
Plant.

B.J. FOLK manages the Recreation Department. B.J. 
is the newest member of the Schuylkill Haven team! 
He brings with him experience in the field of recre-
ation and has implemented a multitude of positive 
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From the Desk of the Borough Administrator

Ask About Our
Fun Cage-Free

Stay & Play
Services

NEW MOBILE PET SALON
Let our certified groomer come to you

725 W. Market St.
Orwigsburg

570-366-4984
www.PawPrintsPetSalon.com

GROOMING BOUTIQUE STAY & PLAY

BUSINESS HOURS
MONDAY FRIDAY
7:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.

SATURDAY:
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

SUNDAY:
CLOSED

– Continued on Page 4
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Buying? Selling?
 Talk to us!

Residential Sales  *  Appraisal Services  *  Commercial
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The Bedway MallThe Bedway Mall

Route 61 – Center Avenue  •  Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

Phone: 570-385-4976   •   Fax: 570-385-0130
Email: melon398@comcast.net

Subway  •  TJ Nails Salon  •  Hanger Prosthetics
Trina’s Tresses Hair Salon  •  Vertigo Systems, Inc.

Regency Finance Company  •  Berkshire Hathaway Homesale Realty
Mt. Fuji Hibachi and Sushi

– Continued from Page 2

Borough Administrator
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IN YOUR TARGET MARKETIN YOUR TARGET MARKET

960 E. Main Street • P.O. Box 178 • Sch, Haven, PA 17972
Ph: 570-385-3120 • Fax: 570-385-0725

E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net

We Can Design It • Print It • Mail It

www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com

SOUTH SCHUYLKILL
PRINTING & PUBLISHING

DIRECT MAIL to EVERY household and business! 
You choose the area. No addresses or labels
needed. Pay only 17.6 cents each in postage.

POSTAGE
POSTAGE

REDUCED
REDUCED

TO 17.6¢
TO 17.6¢

credit card and automatic checking charges.
How does each department accomplish their 

tasks? Quite simply, the borough has long had a very 
progressive attitude when it comes to providing train-
ing, equipment and manpower. Hardly a month goes 
by when there isn’t a safety training seminar. Heavy 
equipment is constantly maintained and replaced on 
a regular basis. In fact, in almost all situations, the 
borough has redundancy in equipment that enables 
the crews to not miss a beat when the need arises.

Most important of all is that during an emergency 
and non-emergency situation, personnel in each 
department have some form of cross-training in one 
of the other trades. Although our individual crews 
may number only three or four per department, it 
is common to see twice that number responding to 
a water main break, electric power outage and snow 
storm event. The end result of this cooperation 
results in less down time of utility services and less 
inconvenience to residents and businesses.

The Borough and its residents are extremely 
fortunate to have dedicated personnel led by quali-
fied and experienced heads in each department. The 
foresight and operational support by members of 
Borough Council to fund manpower and timely equip-
ment upgrades makes it all happen.

– Scott Graver, Borough Administrator
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570.385.3850
Asset Protection Since 1879

Insurance
Doesn’t Have To Be Gray

Home • Auto
Life • Business
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AN INDEPENDENT
 MANUFACTURER OF DISTRIBUTOR OF
 HARDWOOD METAL/CLOTH COVERED HARDWOOD METAL/CLOTH COVERED
 CASKETS CASKETS CASKETS CASKETS
 SCHUYLKILL HAVEN COLUMBIA CASKETS SCHUYLKILL HAVEN COLUMBIA CASKETS
 CASKET COMPANY CORP. CASKET COMPANY CORP.
 P.O. Box 179 P.O. Box 196
 Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972 Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

800-222-3431
www.havenline.com

WAREHOUSE – DISTRIBUTION CENTERS
Baltimore, MD 888-232-2109
Monroeville, PA 888-228-1363
Pine Brook NJ 800-321-0030
Syracuse, NY 800-400-1662

New this year, relax and enjoy the music in our 
Beer Garden. Proper “of age” identification is required 
to enter.

Gate admission is still only $5 per person with 
children, age four and under, free. All proceeds from 
this fundraising event will be used for the continued 
development of Island Park. Bring your lawn chairs, 
but please leave your pets and outside food and drink 
at home.

Call 570-385-2841 for more information. Hope to 
see you at the Island Park Festival. Thanks for your 
continued support!

VRAJ 5-K Walk-a-Thon
VRAJ Youth will host its inaugural Walk-a-Thon 

on Sunday, Sept. 4 starting from Bubeck Park, con-
tinuing through the downtown area, and ending at 
Island Park.

All are invited to be a part of this event to raise 
funds for local charities by registering online at www.
classy.org/vrajwalkathon. Registration is $15 for 
adults and $10 for youth under 18 years old.

Recycle your discarded electronics
Electronics recycling will take place Monday 

through Friday, Sept. 12-16 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and Saturday, Sept. 17, 8 a.m. to noon at the recycling 
center on St. Charles Street. Prices and items accept-
able will be announced at a later date.

Island Park Festival
Entertainment, good food and activities for all 

ages are three outstanding reasons to head to Island 
Park on Saturday, Aug. 20. Gates open at 1 p.m. with 
free parking available on the Island, located on Fritz 
Reed Avenue off Dock Street. Activities for the 10th 
annual Island Park Festival will be in full swing begin-
ning at 2 and continue through 10 p.m., rain or shine.

Headlining the entertain-
ment is Kevin Chalfant’s Journey 
Experience, a Journey tribute 
band that features all the 
lights, sounds and Journey-
esque atmosphere you’d 
expect from a show called 
Journey Experience. Also per-
forming on the Music Stage will be 
Hybrid Ice, The Jesse Wade Gang and the Dave Mell 
Blues Band.

Two stages will again be used to provide non-stop 
entertainment. Performing on the Variety Stage are 
crowd favorites, Wagstaff & Company and The Magic 
& Illusion of Tom Yurasits.

Take a relaxing ride in a horse-drawn wagon 
around the Island. Let the children burn off energy 
in the bounce houses and obstacle course. Feeling 
lucky? The ever- popular dime pitch and big six wheel 
are among the games available to play. And, for all 
ages … come, sit and play Bingo.

Borough Services Update . . . and Events

– Continued on Page 8
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APPLES to APPLES
Never Knowingly Undersold

Pride From The First Phone Call
. . . And Every Step of The Way

GUTTERS, SNOWGUARDS, INSULATION, CUPOLAS, VINYL SIDING, SHINGLE ROOFS, MANY OTHER OPTIONS AVAILABLE

BLOWOUT SPECIAL BLOWOUT SPECIAL

36’x52’x12’ 40’x80’x14’
1-9’x8’H Insulated

Overhead Garage Door
1-12’x12’H Insulated

Commercial
Overhead Garage Door1-3068 Entry Door

40’x60’x14’ ....$18,700

50’x90’x12’ ... $26,850

40’x48’x10’ ....$13,450

30’x64’x10’ ....$13,700
1-3068 Entry Door1-3’x3’ Sliding

Window w/Screen

$13,900 $22,300Expires
9/30/2016

Expires
9/30/2016

Active Military Veterans &Active Military Veterans &
First Responders DiscountsFirst Responders Discounts

Proudly using products by:

Call Now! Pole Buildings Available In Many Different Sizes

www.jwlpolebuildings.com
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Registration begins at 9 a.m. with opening ceremonies 
beginning at 10. For more information phone 1-800-
272-3900 or go to alz.org/walk.

Fall Pumpkin Patch
Schuylkill Haven’s fall celebration will once again 

feature the annual Pumpkin Patch at Island 
Park on Sunday, Oct. 16. Activities for 
all ages will abound, including a fami-
ly hayride, pick-and-paint a pumpkin, 
games, and a hay bale maze.

Kids can ride the barrel train and 
everyone can enjoy a variety of food 
celebrating the fall season featuring 
apple dumplings and ice cream, hot and cold apple 
cider, and all the usual favorites.

Healthy Haven
Schuylkill Haven was chosen the first Healthy 

Schuylkill Community in 2013. To date Healthy Haven 
has held healthy cooking classes, educational and 
informative local hikes/walks, and information ses-
sions on healthy living at almost every community 
event and other program.

Healthy Haven has held several veterans’ ben-
efits programs enabling veterans and their families 
to understand all the possible benefits they could 
request from the government. An annual summer 
walking challenge keeps the town moving.

Haven history on display
The Schuylkill Haven Historical Society will have 

an “Open House” celebration from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in 
conjunction with Borough Day on Saturday, Sept. 24. 
In addition to viewing its collections of town memora-
bilia and archived documents, a special display depict-

ing “Schuylkill 
Haven in the 
1950s” will be 
unveiled. The 
1950s was an 
era of great 
change in the 
Borough, but 
also an era 
of prosper-
ity when Main 

Street was filled with retail stores, services, and 
bustling with lots of shoppers. The school district 
was one of the best around and sports involvement 
touched every person.

The historical society is located in Houck Hall at 
10 West Columbia St. (adjacent to the railroad just 
south of Union Street).

Alzheimer’s Walk
A Schuylkill County “Walk to End Alzheimer’s” 

will take place on Saturday, Oct. 15 at Bubeck Park. 

– Continued from Page 6

Borough Services Update . . . and Events

– Continued on Page 10
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ANTHONY MERCADO AGENCY LLC
INSURANCE & FINANCIAL SERVICES

MULTI-STATE INSURANCE 
SPECIALIST

VACATION HOMES &
MULTI-STATE DWELLINGS

217 E. MARKET ST., ORWIGSBURG

570-366-2368
• Automobile
• Homeowner
• Life
• Commercial
• Farm
• Flood
• Classic Car

7540 WINDSOR DR., STE. 107, FOGELSVILLE

610-530-2001
• Recreational Vehicle (RV)

– Motorcycle
– Snowmobile
– ATV
– Jet Ski
– Boat

To Report A Claim 24/7   Call 1-800-421-3535

• Competitive Rates
• Quality Service
• Safe Driver Discounts
• Good Student Discounts
• Multi-Policy Discounts
• Free Quotes

Anthony Mercado is Licensed in PA, NJ, NY, DE, TN, VA and MD

HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday - Friday
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.*

Closed - Saturday and Sunday
*Evenings By Appointment

www.nationwideonyoursideinsurance.com
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RAIN OR SHINE  •  NO PETS PLEASE

570570-366-8736366-8736  or check us out on    Facebook

3 Berry Rd.
Schuylkill Haven

www.TheArtsBarn.org

FREE – Admission  •  Parking
Artist Demonstrations  •  Live Music

Petting Zoo  •  Kids Activities
ALSO – Photos with Foxy Lady

(Our FAMOUS Painting Horse)

FOOD  •  Arts & Crafts Vendors

Sponsored by PA Council of the Arts

Artsbarngallery@gmail.com

A tth Ahdd b PA C il f thSS ilS dd bb PA C il f th A t

FALL ARTSFALL ARTS
FESTIVALFESTIVAL

Sunday, Sept. 25 – 12-5Sunday, Sept. 25 – 12-5

Lavender Farm on Saturday, August 20 from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. for learning plus sensory and gardening 
experiences.

Learn about container vegetable/flower gardening 
and growing lavender; smell the fragrances and taste 
locally grown fruit and vegetables; see and purchase 
cut flowers, produce, and potted plants.

For more information and directions, call 570-
622-4225 or visit schuylkillmg@psu.edu.

Housing rehabilitation program
The Schuylkill Haven Borough Housing 

Rehabilitation Program is designed 
to encourage low/moderate income, 
owner-occupants to restore their 
homes to a decent, safe and sanitary 
condition. Eligible homeowners will 
receive financial assistance to help 
restore their homes in conformity with established 
minimum housing rehabilitation standards.

The program requires the owner to repay 10% of 
the cost of rehabilitation upon transfer of ownership 
of the property or upon change of principal residence. 
The remaining 90% of the non-interest loan will be 
forgiven at the rate of 20% per year for five (5) years. 
Should ownership of the property change hands or 
the property owner change his/her principal resi-
dence during this five-year period, the unforgiven bal-
ance of the loan must be repaid to the Borough. This 

Events will be scheduled throughout the fall 
and 2017. Look for the Healthy Haven table on the 
Parkway during Borough Day in order to turn in your 
2016 Summer Walking Log. Healthy Haven will be 
at Safety Night on September 8 and the Penn State 
Health Fair on October 5.

Since Healthy Haven’s inception and success, 
two new Healthy Schuylkill Communities sites have 
recently started – Healthy Shenandoah and Healthy 
Mahanoy City. The program is facilitated by Schuylkill 
County’s Vision office. Call 570-622-6097 for more 
information.

Pavilion, park, and center rentals
Looking for a place to have a meeting, party or 

event? Pavilions 
at Bubeck Park 
and Island Park 
are available for 
rental between 
the hours of 7 a.m. 
and dusk. The 
Neighborhood/
Senior Center, which includes a gymnasium and two 
rooms, is also available to rent.

Master Gardener Field to Fork
Join Schuylkill Master Gardeners at Hope Hill 

– Continued from Page 8

Borough Services Update . . . and Events
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Do they know your wishes and would your final arrangements be exactly as you wish? Whenever 
anyone dies, “someone” is required to see to a host of responsibilities. Who will meet those 
responsibilities for you?

That’s why preplanning is such a great idea. It allows you to come to grips with the inevitable, 
helping you alleviate your fears of the burden of a funeral to your family. Best of all, you can plan your 
funeral, determine how much you will need to spend, and then make monthly payments for preneed 
insurance, so there’s not a big out-of-pocket expense.

We encourage you not to put this off and invite you to learn more about the thoughtful advantages 
of pre-planning your final wishes. This can be done at the funeral home, or if you prefer, in the 
privacy of your home. In appreciation for responding and visiting with us we are offering a 
complimentary My Planning Guide™ at our first appointment. Please call today for more information 
and to setup an appointment.

Life, like an investment, requires an exit strategy.
It’s your final act; make sure it goes as planned, preplanned.

today,
what to do?

would your family know

If something were
to happen to you

GESCHWINDT - STABINGASFuneral Home Inc.

570-385-3381570-385-3050

www.gsesfuneralhomes.com

EBLING - STATT BINGASFuneral Home
RIVERSIDE CREMATION SERVICES, LLC

(570) 385-3382
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242 E. Schmaltzdahl Rd
New Ringgold

www.pafirewoodfactory.com

Call for Additional
Information, Quotes

and Directions

570-943-2601

Competitive
Prices

WOODWOOD
a reliable,a reliable,
local fuellocal fuel

sourcesource

Retail & WholesaleRetail & Wholesale
Seasoned FirewoodSeasoned Firewood

All Mixed HardwoodAll Mixed Hardwood
Cut & SplitCut & Split

Cut in 16” PiecesCut in 16” Pieces
(Custom Lengths Available)(Custom Lengths Available)

4’x4’x8’4’x4’x8’

Year Round DeliveryYear Round Delivery

Wholesale PricesWholesale Prices
Available onAvailable on

6 or More Cords6 or More Cords

Free DeliveryFree Delivery
Within 10 MilesWithin 10 Miles

Minimum 1½ CordsMinimum 1½ Cords

Red & White Oak,Red & White Oak,
Walnut, Ash,Walnut, Ash,

Maple, Hickory, etc.Maple, Hickory, etc.

We’re Ready forWe’re Ready for
Winter!  Are You?Winter!  Are You?

ORDER EARLY TO ASSURE DELIVERY

FOR SEASON BROCHURE AND INFORMATION
Gabriel Chamber Ensemble

P.O. Box 36, Orwigsburg, PA 17961    •    570-943-2558
www.gabrielensemble.org Gabriel Chamber Ensemble
gce@gabielensemble.org Gabriel Youth Orchestra

27th Season – Opens with famous BACH Brandenburg Concerti

Sunday, October 2
Johann Sebastian Bach Trio Sonata for Violin and Recorder
Brandenburg Concerto #3 for Strings – Brandenburg Concerto #6 

for Two Violas –Brandenburg Concerto 
#4 for Two Recorders and Strings.

All concerts at 3 p.m. – Jerusalem Lutheran Church
252 Dock St. Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

Adults: $20   •   Seniors $15   •   Students free
Gabriel Youth Orchestra Open Rehearsal scheduled for

Wednesday, September 21 at D.H.H. Lengel Auditorium,
Pottsville Middle School - 5:30 to 7 p.m.

Other concerts include piano, strings, and bandoneon
Dec. 4, 2016; Feb. 26 and April 23, 2017

Guest Artists: Rainer Beckmann and
Gwyn Roberts, Recorders and
Leon Schelhase, Harpsichord

to “Annual Income Directive Number 5.609”.
Additional requirements are:

• The unit to be rehabilitated must be owned and 
occupied by the applicant.

• Real estate taxes as well as other municipal taxes 
and fees on the property to be rehabilitated must 
be paid up-to-date.

• The owner shall provide evidence of property 
insurance.

The program will follow HUD regulations 24 CFR 
570.605 and the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 
1973.

This Housing Rehabilitation Program policy is 
available for review at the Schuylkill Haven Municipal 
Building upon request.

Interested contractors?
Schuylkill Haven Borough maintains a list of con-

tractors for this Housing Rehabiliation Program fund-
ed with Community Development Block Grant and 
HUD HOME Investment Partnership Program funding. 
Interested contractors can obtain eligibility require-
ments and an application by contacting the Borough’s 
Grant Consultant at 570-875-7320.

Minority and woman-owned businesses will be 
afforded full opportunity to bid on contract work. 
Applicants will not be discriminated against on the 
basis of race, color, religion, handicap or disability, 
ancestry, national origin, age, sex, or familial status.

provision is made to prevent speculative profit from 
the program.

Homeowners can obtain a “Housing Rehabilitation 
Application” at the Schuylkill Haven Municipal build-
ing. Complete and return the application in order to 
be placed on the housing rehabilitation list.

The following income limits represent income by 
family size for the area as reported by the Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) department as of June 
6, 2016. The Borough Council will revise these limits 
whenever HUD adjusts the Section 8 low/moderate 
income for Schuylkill County.

Annual income is the gross amount of money 
that all adult household members are expected to 
receive during the coming 12 months in accordance 

– Continued from Page 10
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GROSS INCOME LIMITS
$32,900
$37,600
$42,300
$46,950
$50,750
$54,500
$58,250
$62,000

FAMILY SIZE
1 person
2 people
3 people
4 people
5 people
6 people
7 people
8 people
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“Down by the station, early in 
the morning, see the little puffer-
bellies all in a row.”

Mark your calendar and make your plans 
– Saturday, Sept. 24 – for the largest town cel-
ebration anywhere in the region. Schuylkill 
Haven will once again welcome thousands 
of its residents and more thousands of visi-
tors to share in the fun, good food, vendors, 
and entertainment that fill the streets of our 
downtown on Borough Day.

Going strong for 28 years, this year’s 
event will be nothing short of spectacu-
lar. We just confirmed the Reading Blue 
Mountain & Northern Railroad will run its 
powerful No. 425 steam engine train pulling 
10 or more reconditioned/comfortable pas-
senger cars on three countryside excursions, 
round-trip between Haven and Port Clinton.

Folks, all available seats sell out every 
year, so purchase your train tickets in advance at the 
RBM&N Train Station, Borough Hall at 333 Center 
Avenue, the Senior Citizens/Neighborhood Recreation 
Center, or downtown on Main Street at the office of 
Dr. Robert Kempes or at Stine’s Pharmacy.

Another behemoth steam locomotive – No. 113 
of the Central Railroad of New Jersey – beautifully 
reconditioned by the Minersville Steam Locomotive 
Restoration Project – resides permanently at the 
Minersville Train Station but will be part of Schuylkill 
Haven Borough Day. It will be hissing and chugging on 
display for all to see and hear on the downtown tracks 
just north of the Main Street crossing.

Chug, chug, toot, toot. Off we go!

Some of the events
The festivities start bright and early at 7 a.m. 

with the St. Ambrose “Bountiful Breakfast.” Then 
catch the R & J shuttle downtown as vendors will line 
the streets with crafts, jewelry, baked goods, cloth-
ing, woodworks, artwork and food starting at 9 a.m. 
Favorites like pork barbecue, fresh cut fries, steak 
sandwiches, ribs, lemonade, cotton candy, ice cream 
and funnel cake are just some of the options. In sup-
port of the local churches, they too will be offering a 
great selection of hot food and baked goods.

Transportation on the Big Yellow Shuttle, courtesy 
of R&J Transportation, and the vintage-looking Ebony 

Trolley is FREE all day. The buses run continuously 
all day taking visitors on a tour through Schuylkill 
Haven with stops at all the various venue locations 
and parking areas. Jump on and jump off at whatever 
stop you choose.

Sounds of blues, country, rock, Celtic and folk 
are staples at Borough Day. Another welcome enter-
tainment group proudly marching down Main Street 
will be the Belvedere Alumni Drum & Bugle Corps. 
The Mummers All Star String Band will stop traffic 
by strutting their stuff on Main Street and roving to 
other venues. New performers this year – Fat Cats, 
Crossroads Duo, and the Dave Mell Blues Band – will 
join favorites returning by popular demand, including 
Ray Owens, Jay Smar, the BT Express, Holt Twins, KJ, 
Two of Us, Michael James Duo, and After Hours Big 
Band.

Rock ‘N Roll Racing (remote control cars) will 
make a return appearance after several years absent. 
Other popular attractions include Mark’s Interactive 
Legos, antique tractors on parade, SHAHS Reunion 
Central, Schuylkill Hose Dunk-a-Diver tank, canine 
pageant, “Colossal” used book sale at the library, and 
the Penn State Schuylkill Step Team.

The Schuylkill Haven Historical Society, located in 
Houck Hall at 10 West Columbia St. (right beside the 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 244

Region’s Biggest Street Faire – 28 Years!

– Continued on Page 16
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railroad and just south of Union Street), will 
hold an Open House from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on Borough Day. A special themed display 
“Schuylkill Haven in the 1950s” – a time of 
many changes in the Borough is planned. 
Also, a morning historical walking tour of 
the downtown area leaves from the histori-
cal society.

Parkway Playground
Borough Day’s purpose is to provide a 

day of fun for the whole family, so children 
are always a focus at Parkway Playground. 
Some of the events will include face paint-
ing, cookie decorating, mini-train ride, 
performances by the Patchwork Puppet 
Theater, the MaluLani dancers, sand art, and 
Piggy Villa. Other children’s favorites, like Wagstaff 
& Company, Carman Banana, Splash the Clown, the 
Give-and-Take Jugglers, Victorian Highwheelers, a 
stilt-walker, mime and magician can all be spotted 
mingling with visitors wherever they may turn up. 
Look for more details about events on Parkway and 
all of Borough Day in later publications.

Come out to Schuylkill Haven Borough Day, 
always the last Saturday in September. For more infor-
mation about day’s events, look for details in South 
Schuylkill News or pick up a brochure at the informa-

tion booth on Borough Day. Placemats promoting the 
day and spotlighting the key events and entertainers 
have been distributed to area restaurants for use 
from Labor Day up to the special day.

Borough Day is a celebration of our small-town 
hospitality. The day is sponsored entirely by local 
businesses and generous individuals, in cooperation 
with Schuylkill Haven Borough. Clear the calendar on 
Saturday, Sept. 24 and come share in the fun. See for 
yourself why Borough Day is such a great time for the 
whole family.

– Continued from Page 13

Schuylkill Haven Borough Day

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
FAMILY DENTISTRY – SCHUYLKILL HAVEN

Modern And Professional Office, Staff And Procedures
Convenient Off-Street Parking

Teresa Gaydos, D.M.D. • Jude Gaydos, D.M.D.

111 LILLY STREET • SCHUYLKILL HAVEN
South of Willow Street, near the entrance to Tamaqua Cable

We co-operate with
most Insurance Plans

Participating With:
Blue Cross Dental • Cigna

Delta Dental • Fidelio • Guardian
United Concordia • Met Life

570-385-9001
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Schuylkill Haven continues to work with other 
local and state partners to bring you the best ameni-
ties in the area. Those amenities include expanding 
recreational opportunities at Island Park, on the river, 
and enjoying the award-winning Schuylkill River Trail.

Safety Night Out on Thursday, Sept. 8 will provide 
tips to residents on staying safe and being healthy 
while using our facilities and will be an opportunity 
to meet local responders. We even have a few tricks 
up our sleeve for the night.

Speaking of tricks, October will be sneaking in 
before you know it. We all know what that means, the 
ghosts and zombies come out to play. Our Haunted 
House and the town Halloween parade are back again, 
so don’t miss out!

As always please keep up with our Facebook and 
website as more events and programs are added all 
the time.

Take Thomas Jefferson’s advice, leave an after-
noon or even a weekend for recreation and explore 
what Schuylkill Haven has to offer before the summer 
is over!

– William J. “B.J.” Folk, Manager
Recreation Department

Police Department – serve and protect
For more than 23 years serving this community 

as a full time police officer and as a long time resi-
dent, I have daily conversations with fellow residents 

Folk tales on recreation
“Leave all the afternoon for exercise and 

recreation, which are as necessary as reading. I 
will rather say more necessary because health is 
worth more than learning.” – Thomas Jefferson
Thomas Jefferson never had to figure out how to 

read an email on an iPhone or had the chance to play 
Flag Football in the park with friends. Of course, like 
many of you, I wouldn’t mind leaving all afternoon for 
recreation. However, I feel learning and recreation are 
equally important to our daily life.

That brings me to this special time of year again! 
Yes, the time when parents are all smiles as they are 
set to get their youngsters back-to-
school and out of their hair. The kids 
are at the playground or basket-
ball court, still hanging 
on to those few days 
left of summer. And, 
what a summer it has 
been – filled with fire-
works, entertainment, 
flag football on Sundays, kids on playgrounds, and 
people in our parks.

Just because summer is about over, doesn’t mean 
recreation ends in our Borough. Our parks do not 
close just because schools are back in session. You 
can still walk, bike, run, fish, or picnic at your favorite 
location all year long.

Borough Utilities – Water, Electric, Streets & More

– Continued on Page 18
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MAMMOTH MATERIALSMAMMOTH MATERIALS
SITE OFFICE: Rt. 901, Minersville

Mon.-Fri. 8 to 4; Sat. 8 to 3

WE HAVE RICE, BUCK, NUT AND PEA COAL BULK AND
BAGS-PICK UP ONLY! STOP IN OR CALL FOR DETAILS.

DECORATIVE STONE
ROCK • MULCH

TOPSOIL

570-544-8245570-544-8245
PICK YOUR

PRICE FROM OUR

COAL BUCKET!
(For Coal Price)

TREATED FUEL & VOLUME DISCOUNTS

THE GO TO COMPANY
FOR DIESEL FUEL

17 Municipal Road • PO Box 375 • Orwigsburg, PA 17961 • PA9761

CALL US AT (570) 366-1275

• CONSTRUCTION • COMMERCIAL
• AGRICULTURE • EXCAVATION
• LANDSCAPING • REFER UNITS

WWW.HBSTEELE.COM

FUEL OIL  •  DIESEL FUEL

ing a firearm are also prohibited from possessing or 
using a stun gun.

A viable alternative to carrying a firearm is the 
“stun gun” or Taser … a trademarked name com-
monly used in referring to any electronic control 
device. As with any self-defense device or tactic, you 
must spend time learning and mastering the device or 
technique. It is the responsible thing to do.

– Jeff Walcott, Chief of Police

Highway Department
The street sweeper will continue to operate 

through the first full week of each month between 
now and November. The remainder of the schedule is 
September 6-9, October 4-7, and November 1-4, oper-
ating between 3 and 6 a.m. Check the sign posting 
on your street for the days of operation. A $15 ticket 
can be issued for vehicles not moved from the street 
between these hours.

There is a new single stream recycling dumpster 
at the St. Charles Street recycling area. This dumpster 
is for glass, plastic, and metal cans you would nor-
mally put curbside for recycling. But, if your recycling 
container is full before pickup day, you can take it to 
this location and empty it into the dumpster posted 
for these items. Continue to put the cardboard and 
newspaper in their designated area.

When using the compost area, remember it’s for 
yard waste only … no building materials! Empty your 
garbage bags and use the barrels provided for your 
bags.

– Brian O. Murray, Foreman
Highway Department

Wastewater Treatment
Treatment of wastewater is a relatively modern 

practice. While sewers to remove foul-smelling water 
were common in ancient Rome, it was not until the 
19th century that large cities began to understand 
they had to reduce the amount of pollutants in the 
used water they were discharging to the environment.

Despite large supplies of fresh water and the 
natural ability of water to cleanse itself over time, 
populations became so concentrated by 1850 that 
outbreaks of life-threatening diseases were traced to 
bacteria in the polluted water.

that often includes the question, “Chief, is it legal to 
_______________?”

One of the most common “Is it legal to?” ques-
tions concerns stun guns. Many law abiding citizens 
are looking for alternative methods to 
self-defense and may not feel comfort-
able exercising their second amend-
ment right to bear arms. The common 
question is “Chief, can I own and carry 
a stun gun to protect myself?”

The answer to this question is yes. 
It is legal in the state of Pennsylvania 
for a law abiding citizen of age to carry an electronic 
incapacitation device. This is supported in Title 18 
Section 908.1 of the Pennsylvania Crimes Code. In 
this section it states that a person may possess and 
use such a device in the exercise of reasonable force 
in defense of the person or the person’s property 
pursuant to Chapter 5 relating to General Principles 
of Justification. You should review and understand 
what justifies and doesn’t justify its use.

It is unlawful to use an electronic incapacitation 
device on another person for any unlawful purpose, 
resulting in a felony of the second degree if the act 
was with intent to commit a felony. Otherwise, it is 
graded as a misdemeanor of the first degree.

Not everyone has the right to carry an electronic 
incapacitation device. Those prohibited from possess-

– Continued from Page 17
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ment plant is to speed up the process by which water 
cleanses (purifies) itself.

A treatment plant uses a series of treatment stag-
es to clean the water so it may be safely released into 
a lake, river, or stream. Treatment usually consists of 
two major steps, primary and secondary, along with 
a process to dispose of solids (sludge) removed dur-
ing the two steps. It is an engineering marvel that has 
come a long way since the early 1900s. We all benefit 
by the advancements in technology, made through the 
years of keeping our water ways clean and healthy.

So during these “dog days” of summer as you 
are enjoying the pool, boating and many other water 
activities – not to mention enjoying an ice cold drink 
of water – you might stop to think how blessed you 
are to have clean water. Always try to do your part in 
conserving and never polluting our awesome county 
waterways. Have a great rest of the summer!

– Ron Schultz, Foreman
Wastewater Treatment Facility

Water Distribution / Wastewater Collection
Summer time, yay! The unofficial summer begins 

with Memorial Day and winds down on Labor Day.
Summer is the time when lawns and gardens are 

green and growing, schools are out of session (“yay” 
again, for the kids) and vacations are planned along 
with part time summer jobs or just doing nothing 
at all. What a great time of year! It’s the time when 

Since that time, the practice of wastewater collec-
tion and treatment has been developed and perfected, 
using some of the most technically-sound biological, 
physical, chemical, and mechanical techniques avail-
able. As a result, public health and water quality are 
protected better today than ever before.

The modern sewer system is an engineering mar-
vel. Homes, businesses, industries, and institutions 

throughout the modern world 
are connected to a network 
of below-ground pipes which 
transport wastewater to treat-
ment plants before it is released 
to the environment. Wastewater 

is the flow of used water from a community. As the 
name implies, it is mostly water; a very small portion 
is waste material.

At a typical wastewater plant, several million gal-
lons of wastewater flow through each day – 50 to 
100 gallons for every person using the system. The 
amount of wastewater handled by the treatment plant 
varies with the time of day and with the season of the 
year. In some areas, particularly communities without 
separate sewer systems for wastewater and runoff 
from rainfall, flow during particularly heavy rains or 
snowmelts can be much higher than normal.

What happens in a wastewater treatment plant 
is essentially the same as what occurs naturally in a 
lake or stream. The function of a wastewater treat-

– Continued on Page 20
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www.thecakepros.com

323 Dock Street  •  Schuylkill Haven

570-593-8166

Open: Tues.-Sat. 7-5
Closed: Sun. and Mon.

WE HANDLE ALL YOUR REQUESTS FOR
YOUR SPECIAL OCCASIONS:

WEDDINGS, BIRTHDAYS, GRADUATIONS,
RETIREMENTS, BAPTISMS,

BABY SHOWERS AND MUCH MORE!

  Strouse Brothers, Inc.
Excavating & Septic Service

P.S.M.A. Member

570-366-0440
Orwigsburg

• Septic Systems
 Installed, Replaced 

and Repaired

• Septic Tanks &
 Cesspools Cleaned • Year Round 

Cleaning

• Pumps
 Serviced

since 1881 when the Schuylkill Haven Water & Gas 
Company was formed. Around 1890 is when the 
Borough purchased the Panther Valley Reservoir and 
laid new pipes into Schuylkill Haven and Cressona to 
provide residents with fresh, clean water along with 
meeting the demands of a growing area.

As it was back in the day and stands true today, 
maintaining an infrastructure – such as a water sys-
tem much like our sewer system – running 24 hours a 
day, 365 days a year with little interruption of service 
providing a safe, clean product, costs a lot of money.

The funny thing about water, life cannot exist 
without it. We all need water to survive … and still, 
what a bargain water is. With the new water rate 
increase that took effect this year (the first hike 
since 2006), water costs for a residential user will be 
around $8.50 per 1,000 gallons used.

Compare that to your Comcast bill that, if it is like 
mine, goes up every year no matter what. Even though 
I will not admit it, I can live without television.

How about driving your vehicle? What would 
1,000 gallons of gasoline cost? I could walk every-
where I needed to go, but I won’t.

Enough said. Use the water! It’s the best deal out 
there by far. Enjoy your summer and stay safe.

– Richard L. Croneberger, Foreman
Water Distribution / Wastewater Collection

Power up with the Electric Dept.
Public power is something to be proud of. It pro-

vides benefits to all residents and businesses in the 
community. Public power utilities are not driven by 
a profit motive and their primary focus is providing 
service in a reliable and affordable manner. The line 
workers and employees of municipal electric systems 
are the neighbors of those they serve.

Public power communities have a strong track 
record of reliable service, diversification of energy 
portfolios, long-term planning, economic develop-
ment and local decision making.

The hallmark of public power is that the util-
ity is locally owned and locally controlled. Decisions 
regarding rates, operations and long-term planning 
are made by locally elected officials, at public meet-
ings, with opportunities for input from customers. 
This is what separates a municipal electric system 

short-sleeve shirts, shorts, and flip-flops are the norm 
and everything looks fresh, new and alive … and the 
windows are open!

The Borough’s Water/Sewer Department has been 
busy and is in full swing with water system upgrades 
to upper Parkway and Dewey St. as well as Dewey St. 
and Fairview Avenue in the Edgewood part of town 
(for you old-timers).

The Center Avenue widening project is nearing 
completion. As you travel through this section of Rt. 
61/443, it’s all taking shape and looking great with 
the utility improvements, new curbs and sidewalks, 
retaining walls … and soon, the final travel wearing 
course on the roadway. What an improvement in 
many ways for our town! Final thoughts on traffic 
control remain in question; but, on paper, it should 
help things move along. Time will tell.

Summer time is also a chance to really clean up 
from winter’s stronghold, fill swimming pools, water 
lawns and gardens, and wash the car. These are just 
a few things we do every year, but give little thought 
to the one resource that makes it all possible – water.

What a remarkable and cheap resource! We’re very 
fortunate to live in an area of the country that has an 
abundant supply of good, pure, easy-to-treat water. 
The Borough works very hard, around the clock, to 
provide you with this great life-sustaining resource.

Schuylkill Haven has been in the water business 

– Continued from Page 19
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continue to be the beautiful place it 
is for residents, business people, and 
visitors.

So, it may seem odd that I suggest 
everyone – property owners, landlords, 

and tenants – should “shun” doing 
property maintenance.

The first step is to have the Inspira-“shun.” Take 
a close look at your nest. See what needs to be done. 
Make a list. You don’t have to tackle everything at 
once. Each week pick one thing to fix or improve. 
Walk down the street and view your home as others 
see it. What could you do to make that view nicer?

Next what you’ll need is some Inclina-“shun.” 
Yeah, it always helps if you feel that it’s your respon-
sibility in this life to make things better … for you and 
others. You must want to do those things on your list.

Mix in some Dedica-“shun.” Stick to it! You 
knocked off one or two things from your list. Can you 
see the improvement? You did great so far. Keep at it. 
You’ll feel good about yourself. Take a bow!

And, maybe the most important of all, you’ll need 
a lot of that good old-fashioned Perspira-“shun.” Hey, 
these things don’t fix themselves. Work up a sweat; 
get your hands dirty. You’ll wash.

So in this way, “shun”ing your responsibilities 
lightens the load on all of us. Shine brightly, Schuylkill 
Haven!

– Michael Paulin, The Code Guy

from other electric suppliers and it’s a valuable aspect 
of public power.

Consumer-owned electric utilities are committed 
to reliability and work to meet the needs of long-term 
community goals.

Public power is one of the oldest forms of electric 
utility ownership in the United States. There are more 
than 2,000 public power systems across the country, 
which serve over 46 million people (about 14 percent 
of the nation’s electricity consumers). On a national 
basis, public power residents pay less per kilowatt-
hour than for-profit private power residential custom-
ers. Found in every state except Hawaii, public power 
utilities serve small communities as well as large 
cities such as Los Angeles, San Antonio, Memphis, 
Seattle and Orlando.

Municipal electric systems are dedicated to their 
communities. As not-for-profit local institutions, they 
provide electricity as an essential public service at 
a reasonable cost. Residents should remember the 
many benefits of public power and take pride in the 
fact that they have a voice in the decisions being 
made by their utility.

– Jim Haesler, Foreman
Electric Department

Keeping Haven beautiful for all
Property maintenance is in everybody’s best inter-

est and, if we all do our part, Schuylkill Haven will 

Borough Utilities – Water, Electric, Streets & More
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1305 Long Run Road, Friedensburg, PA 17933
     570-739-2963 • www.cccandies.com

Custom Cakes
for All Occasions.

Chocolates
Candy Making Supplies

Fresh Baked Bread

grade. Registration deadline is October 15 with a fee 
of $30 per child resident in the school district. Non-
residents can register for $50 per child. A $5 late fee 
will be charged after October 15. All returning and 
new players must present a birth certificate. Online 
registration is required, but computers are available 
at the center weekdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Picking of teams by coaches will take place on 
November 12. Coaches will notify each player’s par-
ents. The season begins Saturday, Nov. 19 through 
February 4. A playoff tournament will be held for 
Division 3 only.

Movie Nights to be continued
No longer just a summer event, Community Movie 

Night will continue through the fall months at the 
Recreation Center. Stay tuned for upcoming dates and 
movie titles.

Safety Night Out
Join Sarah Fisher at Island Park on Thursday, Sept. 

8 for the borough’s Safety Night Out. Many vendors 
will offer plenty of food, exhibits, important safety 
information, lots of activities and entertainment of all 
kinds from 5 to 8 p.m.

Borough Day
The Recreation Department will play a major 

role providing children’s games at Schuylkill Haven 
Borough Day this year. Be part of this huge celebra-
tion on Saturday, Sept. 24.

Halloween parade set October 25
Schuylkill Haven’s Halloween parade is back again 

this year, stepping off at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 25. A 
small group of enthusiastic volunteers organizes the 
parade each year and can sure use the help of others. 
Contact the Recreation Office if you would like to be 
part of this annual event.

Haunted House
Last year’s Haunted House held at the Recreation 

Center was a ghoulishly successful happening. It’s 
back by popular demand this fall, scheduled for the 
end of October. But, it hasn’t yet determined whether 
it will be three consecutive nights or held over two 
weekends. Stay tuned!

Keep up-to-date on happenings, downloadable 
forms, complete registrations, organized instruction-
al sports opportunities, and everything the borough’s 
Recreation Department has to offer by following us 
online: Facebook at www.facebook.com/havenrec; 
Twitter @havenrec; or on our website at www.haven-
rec.com. All registrations are now online.

The recreation office is located in the Senior 
Citizen/Neighborhood Recreation Center at 340 
Haven Street. Call for information at 570-385-1313 or 
email havenrec@comcast.net.

Basketball signups are now open
Registration for the 2016-2017 youth 

basketball season is available online only.
A coed Instructional League for girls 

and boys, ages five and six years old, is 
for Schuylkill Haven Area School District 
residents only.

Fee is $30 per child by the signup deadline of 
September 11. After this date, an additional $5 late 
fee will be applied. Practice begins Sunday, Sept. 18 
at 5:30 p.m. and the season ends on Sunday, Nov. 6.

Computers will be available at the Senior Citizen/
Neighborhood Center for registration weekdays from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. New players must have a birth cer-
tificate.

The Biddy Basketball League will play in three age 
divisions … Div. 1 – first and second grade; Div. 2 – 
third and fourth grade; and Div. 3 – fifth and sixth 

Schuylkill Haven Recreation Department

Newsletter Particulars
“Haven Highlights” is a quarterly newsletter 

of the Borough of Schuylkill Haven distributed to 
2,900 households within the borough.

The newsletter is designed and printed by
South Schuylkill Printing & Publishing

960 E. Main St. • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: 570-385-3120  •  Fax: 570-385-0725

E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net
www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com

Publication dates for the next 3 issues are
November 11, 2016, February 17, and May 19, 2017

News Submittals
Nonprofit and community organizations with-

in the Borough are invited to submit news items 
for consideration. Written submittals must be re-
ceived by Kathy Killian in the Borough Offices, sec-
retary@schuylkillhaven.org or call 570-385-2841 
for info, four weeks prior to the publication date.

Advertising
Businesses wishing to reach every household 

in the Borough of Schuylkill Haven are invited to 
advertise in future issues. Contact South Schuyl-
kill Printing & Publishing for more information by 
calling Barb @ 570-385-3120. All advertisements 
must be received at least three weeks prior to 
the publication dates. Ad content is subject to ap-
proval and acceptance by the Borough of Schuyl-
kill Haven.
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Johns Physical Therapy

 Celebrating our 23rd Year of Providing
Outpatient PT Services in Orwigsburg

• Orthopedic and Sports Physical Therapy
• Post Surgical Rehab
• Work Related and
 Auto Accident Injuries

Route 61 North • 400 PineBrook Place
(next to Riverview Bank)

BRUCE C. JOHNS, PT

570-366-0300

are not wanted or accepted. 
Volunteers are needed to help 
set-up or clean-up on Borough 
Day. Please see any member of 
the Library staff or call 570-
385-0542 to offer assistance.

The library’s annual fund 
drive continues. The commu-
nity has generously donated 
to help assure programming 
continues. All contributions, 
at whatever level your budget 

can stand, are appreciated. It’s never too late to make 
a donation. Consider a memorial gift donation to pur-
chase one or more books in memory or in honor of a 
loved one … contact the librarian.

Return to regular hours
The library will return to its regular hours follow-

ing Labor Day on September 6. Visit the library Monday 
and Tuesday from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Wednesday and 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Thursday from 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.; and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Summer 
hours (early closing on Saturday at 1 p.m.) are still in 
effect through September 3.

Don’t forget to visit the library’s Facebook page 
for up-to-date information about programs, recently 
added materials to the collection, and any change in 
hours.

This summer has been a busy 
one at your Schuylkill Haven Free 
Public Library, 104 St. John Street.

The Summer Reading Program 
“On Your Mark, Get Set … Read!” 
was themed in conjunction with 
the 2016 Summer Olympics now 
going on in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
Approximately 110 children par-
ticipated throughout the summer 
– from Baby Lapsit to Teen-and-
Tween Time – enjoying games, sto-
ries and crafts.

Local author, Kathy Miller, visited the library 
on July 19 for Family Night. She is the author of 
the award-winning “Chippy Chipmunk” series. The 
Chippy Chipmunk mascot was present greeting the 
children and posing for photographs.

The library’s annual Colossal Book Sale will again 
be held during Borough Day on Saturday, Sept. 24 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Children’s Library area 
downstairs. The closing hour of the book sale will fea-
ture a “fill-a-brown-bag for $5” special. An hour-long 
preview sale will be held one day earlier on Friday 
from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

Donations of clean, unmarked, gently-used paper-
backs, children’s books, and adult books will be accept-
ed September 3 through September 21. Textbooks, 
encyclopedias, magazines, and “coffee table” books 

Schuylkill Haven Free Public Library
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How has your summer been so far? If you’re an 
advocate of taking daily walks, you might want to 
take advantage of the newly paved trails at the Island. 

Some of the street millings from 
repaving projects within the bor-
ough have been used to recondi-
tion the trails at the Island, mak-
ing it a much more comfortable 
walk than it has been in the past.

Every year Island Park gets 
a new feature … some are small 
and some are big. If you are won-
dering how you can help make 
it better and your funds are lim-
ited, you could always volunteer 
to help at an event or just come 
to the event and take advantage 

of all of the amenities Island Park has to offer.

Island Park Festival
For instance, a $5 gate admission gets you in to 

enjoy this year’s 10th anniversary of the Island Park 
Festival with free entertainment all day. Proceeds go 
a long way in developing the Island for future enjoy-
ment for ourselves and our children. I hope everyone 
is looking forward to the festival this year. It will be 
held on Saturday, Aug. 20 beginning at 2 and continu-
ing until 10 p.m.

The featured band this year will be “Kevin 
Chalfant’s Journey Experience.” Where could you pos-

sibly see an original member of the group “Journey” 
perform in addition to all of the other performances, 
bands and activities for a $5 admission?

Please support the Island Fundraising Committee 
by attending the festival. Come out and enjoy the 
event. It would mean a lot to the volunteers to see a 
great crowd.

Phillies host Haven Day
Haven Day at the Phillies was another great suc-

cess this year … and, we beat the Mets, again! The bus 
trip and all-day activities also helped 
fund future Island Park develop-
ment.

While we’re still talking about 
the Island, I hope you had the 
opportunity to enjoy Family Fun 
Night. A big thank you to all of 
the volunteers from Borough Council, 
the Recreation Department, the Island Fundraising 
Committee, and Hess Catering. The donation of your 
time is appreciated. As always, the evening ended 
with another beautiful display of fireworks.

Always the last Saturday in September
Borough Day 2016 will be held on Saturday, Sept. 

24. This is the day when the population of the bor-
ough goes from 5500 people to more than 15,000.

This is your opportunity to step back in time by 
visiting the newly remodeled train station. Standing 
in the lobby you would think you were in the early 
1900s. This is an annual event that you do not want 
to miss!

VRAJ walk supports local needs
 “Let’s Walk Together!” Join fellow residents and 

the youth plus friends from the VRAJ on this first 
“VRAJ Walk-a-Thon.” Proceeds from this event will 
support local charities such as 
the food pantry, fire departments, 
emergency medical services, and 
college scholarships for Schuylkill 
Haven Area and Blue Mountain 
high school grads.

The walk is planned for 
Sunday, Sept. 4 beginning at 10 
a.m. Members of VRAJ and citizens 
of Schuylkill Haven and neighbor-
ing communities will be walking through the Borough 
to raise funds for these charities.

Sponsor a walker, donate something to the event, 
or select one of several business sponsorship pack-
ages. You can find the information on the Borough 
web page by clicking on the event calendar. This is 
the first year for the Walk-a-Thon, but seeing the 
enthusiasm being put into the planning, I’m sure it 
will continue for many years to come.

The next Mayor’s Advisory Meeting will be held 
Monday, Sept. 19 at 7 p.m. in the council chambers 
at the Police Station. All citizens of the borough are 
welcome.

– Mike Devlin, Mayor

A Message from the Mayor

IN TOWN SELF STORAGE
OF ORWIGSBURG

 We have 11 different 
size units with 11 different
prices. Units vary in size
from 5x5 to 12x30 with door
openings of 8-, 9-, 10-foot high to accom-
modate large items.
 Our units are unique. They have extra 
large inside heights offering you more space 
for your money.

570-750-15551555

2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
750 South Liberty Street
231 South Wayne Street

    24 HOUR SECURITY CAMERAS

Family owned and operated.

Michael Devlin
Mayor
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Boathouses draped the shoreline at Tumbling 
Run Resort.

– Continued on Page 26

It’s a hot summer day and I’ve been out working 
in my backyard. My next door neighbor is also outside 
pulling weeds in her yard. “Oh, I’m quitting for now. 
I need to go in and get cooled off,” the conversation 
begins.

“Yeah, me too,” I agree. “I’m going in and having a 
good cold glass of the ‘Elixir of the Gods.’”

My neighbor looks at me, stunned. “Elixir of 
the Gods?” she asks. “Yes,” I reply, a cold glass of 
Tumbling Run water!”

181 Years Ago
Few people think about where Schuylkill Haven’s 

water comes from before it reaches their tap. Tumbling 
Run is a very beautiful place – scenic and bucolic.

Let us go back 181 years. The Schuylkill Canal 
was beginning its operations from the Port Carbon 
area to Philadelphia. Through rainstorms and the 
underground springs, the canal was usually kept at 
a navigational level if it rained on a regular basis. 
Following rainy spring seasons, the hot, dry summer 
would cut off the water supply to the canal. It could 
have been the end of this type of commerce. What was 
the solution?

Successes and growth
The Schuylkill Canal’s success was due to the 

expansion of the coal trade. In 1829, 134,524 tons of 
coal were shipped by way of the canal. Ten years later, 
the shipments were now up to 686,716 tons.

Due to this large amount of commerce, the canal 
had to be expanded … and, with this expansion, dams 
had to be built to store water for the times of drought 
and low river levels.

The lower dam of the Tumbling Run Reservoir 
was ready for the canal to use in 1834. Constructed 
by noted engineer and builder George Duncan and 
Edward H. Gill, the lower dam had a capacity for 
180,000,000 gallons of water. The upper dam was 
built by Mr. Gill in 1836 and had a capacity for 
225,000,000 gallons. With dams like this, the canal 
was assured of navigable commerce and a steady 
financial state.

Times that try men’s souls
In 1850, it was Nature against Man. The flood of 

July 19, 1850 stopped all canal travel until repairs 
could be made. Business resumed on August 26. A 
few days later on September 2, the greatest flood in 
the history of the Schuylkill Valley took place.

The lower dam at Tumbling Run burst and canal 
boats, lock houses, and anything in the water’s path 
was destroyed. The railroad bridge at Main Street was 
damaged and the covered bridge at Columbia Street 
was swept away.

Such devastation was very traumatic to people 
whose income came from the canal and who never 
knew from one day to the next what problems the 
weather would throw at them. After the “mother of 
all floods” and frequent smaller floods occurred, too 

much damage and too little money spelled the end. 
The robust commerce enjoyed before 1850 would not 
be equaled ever again. In 1888, the Schuylkill Canal 
closed down in Schuylkill County and walked down 
the Halls of History.

Let the good times happen

Though deserted by the canal, some looked at 
Tumbling Run through other eyes. In 1890, the idea 
of using Tumbling Run as a resort and park became 
a reality.

Tumbling Run was originally known as Silver 
Creek Tumbling Run. It was the earliest provider of 
waterpower to the many mills that dotted its perim-

Schuylkill Haven – A Touch of History . . . by Ellen Guertler

Tumbling Run . . . Oh, What A Life!
Researched and written by Ellen Guertler

MOYER’SMOYER’S
CAR CARE CENTER, INC.CAR CARE CENTER, INC.

“Since 1959”

AUTO PARTS & SERVICE
24 HOUR TOWING

570-739-4477

40 1000 00$ $OFF OFF
Purchase of

4 New Tires &
4 Wheel Alignment

2 or 4
Wheel Alignment

See store for details. Not valid with
any other offers. Exp. 9/30/2016

Additional cost on additional
parts may be required

See store for details. Not valid with
any other offers. Exp. 9/30/2016

102 South Route 183
Schuylkill Haven

(Rt. 183 & 443 Intersection)
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15 Yrs. Experience • Reasonable Rates

In-Your-Home Computer Services

Replace or Update Your Computer
FREE In-Home Estimates

Complete Repairs & Instruction

New & rebuilt desktops & laptops for Sale

570-366-2141570-366-2141

RICH MENTZEL  1606 Village Rd., Orwigsburg

eter and helped the coal industry get its start. The 
two dams that had been built for commerce were now 
known as a resort and recreation area. Both dams 
provided a nice swimming area for local people. Soon, 
other recreational activities began to take place and 
people came from miles around to take part. People 
also fished and boated in the two dams.

Cottages and boathouses were built along the 
shores. In 1891, a special trolley route to Tumbling 
Run began its operations, running from Memorial Day 
through Labor Day. Prominent people had permanent 
homes along the upper dam. It was a recreational 
“Mecca” for everyone in southern Schuylkill County.

Tumbling Run Resort was the showplace for this 
area of the state. Had it continued to exist, it would 
have been the showplace of Pennsylvania. Millions of 
people came to experience it over the course of its 
39-year lifespan. Even in winter, Tumbling Run was 
the place to be with many cold weather events taking 
place.

End of an era of fun
Then there came a drought and the water level 

dropped. On July 10, 1912, the Pennsylvania & 
Reading Coal & Iron Company put a ban on swimming 
in the dams.

At first, this order was declared without a reason. 
Later, the company stated the water would be used by 

the collieries and it would also be needed as drinking 
water for the local population. By stopping the swim-
ming, further pollution of the water would be prevented.

Next, on September 4, 1913, all 65 boathouses 
were ordered to be closed. In June of 1916, the com-
pany warned the boathouse owners that if they came 
back to their houses, they would be considered tres-
passers and that any amusement wanting to remain 
had to be a good distance from the water.

On May 15, 1917, the lease for the trolley com-
pany – The East Penn Traction Company – was not 
renewed and the tracks were torn up. Without the 
trolley, not enough people came to Tumbling Run to 
support the amusements. Attempts to reinstate the 
swimming privileges never gained ground. The build-
ings were torn down and the carousel was given to 
James Mellon for Willow Lake.

In August of 1920, the Reading Company cut down 
many of the trees that bordered the two dams. There 
was much criticism over the loss of these trees. The 
Reading Company’s Silver Creek Water Company now 
owned the dams. Later, in 1922, trees were planted to 
replace those that had beautified the area for years.

Water source for Schuylkill Haven
Schuylkill Haven Borough needed a reliable water 

source. For a time, it drew water from a dam in the 
Panther Valley, west of Cressona. After an usual dry 
season, artesian wells were dug in that area to also 
provide water.

Many townsfolk had wells on their properties 
from which they drew their water for drinking and 
bathing. As time went on and new homes were built 
up-the-hill from existing homes, the ground water 
that supplied the wells of the existing homes became 
contaminated due to no inside plumbing and a lack of 
wastewater collection or treatment.

Homes were being built in another part of town. 
With these new homes and those homes with the 
contaminated well water, a bigger and more reliable 
source of water had to be found. On November 16, 
1945, Schuylkill Haven purchased Tumbling Run from 
the Silver Creek Water Company for $100,000 and 
an additional 1,950 acres of watershed property was 
purchased on April 15, 1949.

Tragedy struck the area September 9, 1950. A 

– Continued from Page 25
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R&J TOURS – 2016 HAPPENINGS

Call for a Free Copy of our latest TOUR BOOK!

Sept 10 – Baltimore Inner Harbor Free Day ................................................................. $  39
Sept 10 – Bronx Zoo .................................................................................................**$  61
Sept 13 – Mohegan Sun @ Pocono Downs $25 FSP & $5 Food Voucher....................... $  26
Sept 17 – National Zoo in Washington DC ................................................................... $  44
Sept 21 – “Is There Life After 50?” @ Rainbow Dinner Theatre ..................................... $  74
Sept 24 – American Girl Place (Includes Lunch) .......................................................... $  76
Sept 24 – 911 Memorial and Museum .....................................................................**$  65
Sept 25 – A Salute to America (1 NT, Flight 93 Memorial, Quecreek Mine Rescue) .... DBL $245
Sept 28 – Tales of the Hudson Valley ........................................................................... $111
Oct  2 – National Apple Harvest Festival, Biglerville, PA ...........................................**$  37
Oct  3 – The Inn at Crumpin-Fox, Bernardston, MA (4 Nights) .............................. DBL $867
Oct  9 – Turning Stone Casino (1 NT, $15 Meal Credit, Free Play or Bingo $$) ....... DBL $182
Oct 15 – James and The Giant Peach @ Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre (Children’s Buff et Lunch) ... $40
Oct 15 – QVC Studio Tour & Philadelphia Premium Outlets ......................................... $  38
Oct 15 – Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island & 9-11 Museum ............................................ **$ 84
Oct 15 – Cayuga Lake WIne & More (1 NT, 5 Wineries and much more) ................ DBL $277
Oct 16 – Disney on Ice “Follow Your Heart” .......... $ 44 (before 9/9/16)   $ 50 (after 9/9/16)
Oct 18 – Mount Airy “Jimmy Sturr & His Orchestra ($20 FSP, Lunch Buff et, Performance) ... $63
Oct 22 – Magic & Wonder @ Bird-in-Hand Family Restaurant (Lunch Smorgasbord) .... **$69
Oct 22 – Patterson Maple Farms Tour and Grand Canyon Covered Wagon Tour ........ **$126
Oct 26 – The Original Stars from American Bandstand, Caesar’s Atlantic City ($25 FSP) ...... $81
Oct 29 – American Museum of Natural History ......................................................... **$69
Oct 29 – Shocktoberfest ................................................................................................ $60
Nov 27 – Smoky Mountain Christmas (4 Nights) .................................................. DBL $705

**Child’s Price Available

TOURS
P.O. Box 69 • Cressona, PA 17929
570-385-4488 or 1-855-472-3734

www.rjtours.com
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SOUTH SCHUYLKILL
PRINTING & PUBLISHING

BANNERS
 YARD SIGNS

FEATHER FLAGS

CHOSEN BESTCHOSEN BEST
PRINTER INPRINTER IN

SCHUYLKILL COUNTYSCHUYLKILL COUNTY
(By Our  Customers)

10% OFF
ANY PRINT ORDER

Placed 8/1/16 thru 10/31/16
New or Loyal Customers.

With this coupon. Limit one coupon per order. Expires 10/31/16

960 E. Main Street  •  P.O. Box 178  •  Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972960 E. Main Street  •  P.O. Box 178  •  Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

Ph: 570-385-3120  •  Ph: 570-385-3120  •  printing@southschuylkill.netprinting@southschuylkill.net
www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.comwww.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com

We Mean Business!We Mean Business!

ONE COLOR TO FULL COLOR
BUSINESS CARDS  •  LETTERHEADS  •  ENVELOPES

FLYERS  •  BROCHURES  •  POSTCARDS
CARBONLESS FORMS  •  TICKETS  •  POSTERS

DIRECT & EDDM MAIL SERVICES  •  CATALOGS
NEWSLETTERS  •  ANYTHING PRINTED

supply enough water for showers, flushing of the toi-
let, washing your clothing, washing the dishes, mak-
ing meals, drinking, and a few things more, all for the 
cost of $15.78! You can never match the quality and 
safety of the water that flows out of the tap of each 
Haven citizen’s kitchen sink.

All I can say is, “Give me a gallon of that Tumbling 
Run water in the summer and I’ll make a gallon of 
home grown ice tea.” No matter what, I will always 
have my Elixir of the Gods!

REFERENCES: 1750-1925 125th Anniversary of 
Schuylkill Haven, H.C. Wilson’s Account of Tumbling 
Run; “Tumbling Run – A Prosperous Schuylkill County 
Resort”, THE CALL, February 9, 2006; “Swimming at 
Tumbling Run banned in 1917- THE CALL, February 
16, 2006; 225 Years 1750-1975 Schuylkill Haven.

Interview with Kathy Killian, secretary, Schuylkill 
Haven Borough; Notice of Proposed Rate Change (Sent 
out to water customers on March 4, 2015.)

PHOTO CREDITS: Author’s Collection

young man from Pottsville came to the upper dam, 
put stones in his pockets and tied his ankles with a 
necktie. He dove into the cold water and drowned.

Safe and plentiful water supply
The Tumbling Run dams afforded a constant, 

safe, and good-tasting water supply since 1945. The 
water is tested daily to assure the standards for con-
sumption. The Borough employees are licensed to 
add chlorine to the water and to do the daily testing. 
These gentlemen must constantly update their knowl-
edge in order to keep their licenses. The dam breasts 
are now concrete instead of dirt and are inspected 
yearly to make sure they are safe.

Tumbling Run has been the town’s water supply 
for 72 years. When you figure how many cases of 
bottled water you would use for all purposes and how 
much that would cost each month, you can’t beat the 
cost of what comes out of your tap.

One thousand gallons of Tumbling Run water can 

Schuylkill Haven – A Touch of History . . . by Ellen Guertler

BOATHOUSES AND COTTAGES REST ALONG THE WATER’S EDGE.
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BOROUGH OF SCHUYLKILL HAVEN

333 Center Avenue
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

Official Matter
of Schuylkill Haven Borough

O
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Borough
Day is
Sept. 24

2:00 - 10:00 p.m. (Gates Open at 1:00 p.m.)

On The Island in Schuylkill Haven (Fritz Reed Ave.)

SATURDAYSATURDAY
AUGUST 20, 2016AUGUST 20, 2016

Admission is $5.00 per person. Ages 4 & under FREE!Ad i i i $5 00 A 4 & d FREE!

Featuring

KEVIN CHALFANT’S
JOURNEY EXPERIENCE

with Special Guest

HYBRID ICE




